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Therole of the art therapy on social development of the intellectually
disabled students.

Zarrin Sadat Larijani*
Narges Razeghi **

Abstract

Objective(s): The children with intellectual disability are different from their own peers.
Physically, mentally and also in respect of attention and behavior. On this basis, to
flourish their latent potentiality, special aid & proper educationa method is required,
this paper aims to review the effect of the dramatic educational method on social
development of the educable children who suffer from intellectual disability.

Method: Research method is quasi-experimental that reviews the effect of an
independent variable on a dependent one, by conducting a pretest — post test
investigation on a controlled group. The sample involves 36 educable students with
intellectual disability, ranging from 9 to 11 years of age, were selected by simple
random sampling in 3 groups of 12 students, including 2 experimental groups and a
controlled group. The effect of the independent variable which in dramatic — educational
(teaching by imaginative pretence & doll displaying) on the dependent variable, which is
the social development of the educable students with intellectual disability. In this
method the interaction between the trainer and the child is very attractive and dynamic.
It can increase the child’s behavior capability while maintaining a warm and intimate
atmosphere which enables him/her to demonstrate self esteem freely without being
judged or assessed without having any restriction in expressing their feglings or talking
about subjects. In this research, Children’s Black & White Test of Raven is used for
measuring the intelligence quotient and Vineland Social Development Scale is used for
the evaluation of social skills progress.

Results: Findings showed that expository educational methods caused 99% increase in
the social development of 9 to 11 year-old |low-grade defective educable children and on
the other hand, according to the calculated average, it is distinguished that the
Imaginative Feigning educational methods are more effective comparing to those
methods which use feigning.

Conclusion:_According to the positive effects of the Expository Educational Methods
on social development of low-grade defective educable children, it will be useful to
consider a specific unit under the mentioned title, in the educational program dedicated
to these children for learning social skills.

Keywords: Educable children with intellectual disability, Social development, Dramatic
educational method. Doll display, Imaginative Feigning method.
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